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NIXON IN CHINA

BORN IN NEW ENGLAND IN FEBRUARY 1947, JOHN ADAMS BEGAN
COMPOSING AT THE AGE OF TEN. HE HEARD HIS FIRST
ORCHESTRAL PIECES PERFORMED WHILE STILL A TEENAGER.
COMPOSER, CONDUCTOR, AND CREATIVE THINKER — JOHN ADAMS
OCCUPIES A UNIQUE POSITION IN THE WORLD OF AMERICAN MUSIC.
HIs WORKS, BOTH OPERATIC AND SYMPHONIC, STAND OUT AMONG
CONTEMPORARY CLASSICAL COMPOSITIONS FOR THEIR DEPTH OF
EXPRESSION, BRILLIANCE OF SOUND, AND THE PROFOUNDLY
HUMANIST NATURE OF THEIR THEMES. OVER THE PAST 25 YEARS,
ADAMS’ MUSIC HAS PLAYED A DECISIVE ROLE IN TURNING THE TIDE
OF CONTEMPORARY MUSICAL AESTHETICS AWAY FROM ACADEMIC
MODERNISM AND TOWARD A MORE EXPANSIVE, EXPRESSIVE
LANGUAGE, ENTIRELY CHARACTERISTIC OF HIS NEW WORLD
SURROUNDINGS.

JOHN ADAMS

(1947 -)




NIXON IN CHINA
THE STORY

THE ACTION TAKES PLACE IN PEKING (BEIJING),
CHINA, FEBRUARY 1972.

ACT |

THE AIRFIELD OUTSIDE PEKING: IT IS A COLD,
CLEAR, DRY MORNING: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21,
1972. CONTINGENTS OF ARMY, NAVY, AND AIR
FORCE CIRCLE THE FIELD AND SING “THE THREE
MAIN RULES OF DISCIPLINE AND THE EIGHT POINTS
OF ATTENTION.” PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI,
ACCOMPANIED BY A SMALL GROUP OF OFFICIALS,
STROLLS ONTO THE RUNWAY JUST AS THE “SPIRIT
OF 76" TAXIS INTO VIEW. PRESIDENT NIXON
DISEMBARKS. THEY SHAKE HANDS AND THE
PRESIDENT SINGS OF HIS EXCITEMENT AND HIS
FEARS.

AN HOUR LATER HE IS MEETING WITH CHAIRMAN
MAO. MAO’S CONVERSATIONAL ARMORY CONTAINS
PHILOSOPHICAL APOTHEGMS, UNEXPECTED




POLITICAL OBSERVATIONS, AND GNOMIC JOKES,
AND EVERYTHING HE SINGS IS AMPLIFIED BY HIS
SECRETARIES AND THE PREMIER. IT IS NOT EASY
FOR A WESTERNER TO HOLD HIS OWN IN SUCH A
DIALOGUE.

AFTER THE AUDIENCE WITH MAO, EVERYONE AT THE
FIRST EVENING'S BANQUET IS EUPHORIC. THE
PRESIDENT AND MRS. NIXON MANAGE TO
EXCHANGE A FEW WORDS BEFORE PREMIER CHOU
RISES TO MAKE THE FIRST OF THE EVENING'S
TOASTS, A TRIBUTE TO PATRIOTIC FRATERNITY. THE
PRESIDENT REPLIES, TOASTING THE CHINESE
PEOPLE AND THE HOPE OF PEACE. THE TOASTS
CONTINUE, WITH LESS FORMALITY, AS THE NIGHT
GOES ON.

AcCTIl

SNOW HAS FALLEN DURING THE NIGHT. IN THE
MORNING, MRS. NIXON IS USHERED ONSTAGE BY
HER PARTY OF GUIDES AND JOURNALISTS. SHE
EXPLAINS A LITTLE OF WHAT IT FEELS LIKE FOR A




WOMAN LIKE HER TO BE FIRST LADY, AND ACCEPTS A
GLASS ELEPHANT FROM THE WORKERS AT THE
PEKING GLASS FACTORY. SHE VISITS THE
EVERGREEN PEOPLE’'S COMMUNE AND THE SUMMER
PALACE, WHERE SHE PAUSES IN THE GATE OF
LONGEVITY AND GOODWILL TO SING, “THIS IS
PROPHETIC!” THEN, ON TO THE MING TOMBS
BEFORE SUNSET.

IN THE EVENING, THE NIXONS ATTEND A
PERFORMANCE OF THE RED DETACHMENT OF
WOMEN, A REVOLUTIONARY BALLET DEVISED BY
MAO’s WIFE, CHIANG CH’ING. THE BALLET ENTWINES
IDEOLOGICAL RECTITUDE WITH HOLLYWOOD-STYLE
EMOTION. THE NIXONS RESPOND TO THE LATTER;
THEY ARE DRAWN TO THE DOWNTRODDEN PEASANT
GIRL—IN FACT, THEY ARE DRAWN INTO THE ACTION
ON THE SIDE OF SIMPLE VIRTUE. THIS WAS NOT
PRECISELY WHAT CHIANG CH’ING HAD IN MIND. SHE
SINGS “l AM THE WIFE OF MAO TSE-TUNG,” ENDING
WITH FULL CHORAL BACKING.




AcCT Il

THE LAST EVENING IN PEKING. THE POMP AND
PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL VISIT ARE
OVER, AND THE MAIN PLAYERS ALL RETURN TO THE
SOLITUDE OF THEIR BEDROOMS. THE TALK TURNS TO
MEMORIES OF THE PAST. MAO AND HIS WIFE DANCE,
AND THE NIXONS RECALL THE EARLY DAYS OF THEIR
MARRIAGE DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR, WHEN
HE WAS STATIONED AS A NAVAL COMMANDER IN THE
PACIFIC. CHOU CONCLUDES THE OPERA WITH THE
QUESTION OF WHETHER ANYTHING THEY DID WAS
GOOD.

THE END




CAST AND CHARACTERS

CHIAN CH'ING:. KATHLEEN KIM

PAT NIXON: JANIS KELLY

MAO TSE-TUNG. ROBERT BRUBAKER
CHOU EN-LAI: RUSSELL BRAUN
RICHARD NIXON: JAMES MADDALENA
HENRY KISSINGER:. RICHARD PAUL FINK

CONDUCTOR:. JOHN ADAMS

THE PRODUCTION TEAM

PRODUCTION: PETER SELLARS
SET DESIGNER: ADRIANNE LOBEL
COSTUME DESIGNER: DUNYA RAMICOVA
LIGHTING DESIGNER: JAMES F. INGALLS
CHOREOGRAPHER: MARK MORRIS
SOUND DESIGNER: MARK GREY

APPROXIMATE RUNNING TIME 3 HRS. 40 MIN.




PROUD SPONSORS

Westview L 1]

U-Vin U-Brew Ltd, )’

—
Kathy Bowes 7030 Glacier St
604-483-1633 ANYTIME Powell River BC
www.kathybowes.com 604-485-0345

SOUND ATTRACTION

6812 Alberni St
Powell River BC
V8A 5A1
604-485-2557

Herondell BED & BREAKFAST
Nancy and Alex Hollmann

RR # 1 Black Point Rd #29

Powell River BC

Canada V8A 422

Phone [604] 487-9528

BALFE / SOMERS UPCOMING OPERA’S
WEM.IH MANMEMEM IPHIGENIE EN TAURIDE FEB 26™ 10:00 AM

LuUcCIA DI LAMMERMOOR MAR 19TH 10:00 AM
Of RBC Dominion Secnfies

CEOUENA 410 PobELL AVER BC
P 2503345600 PR EDR4REA3E

NOTES COMPILED BY: JOHN SILVER
PROGRAM DESIGN: SHELLEY BOSE




