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LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR

THE STORY

IN A FEUD BETWEEN THE SCOTTISH FAMILIES OF RAVENSWOOD
AND LAMMERMOOR, ENRICO (LORD HENRY ASHTON OF
LAMMERMOOR) HAS GAINED THE UPPER HAND OVER EDGARDO
(EDGAR OF RAVENSWOOD), KILLING HIS KINSMEN AND TAKING
OVER HIS ESTATES. BY THE TIME OF THE OPERA'S ACTION
HOWEVER, ENRICO'S FORTUNES HAVE BEGUN TO WANE. IN
POLITICAL DISFAVOR, HE STAKES ALL ON UNITING HIS FAMILY WITH
THAT OF ARTURO (LORD ARTHUR BUCKLAW), WHOM HE MEANS TO
FORCE HIS SISTER, LUCIA (LUCY ASHTON), TO MARRY.

ACT L.

SCENE 1

IN A RUINED PARK NEAR LAMMERMOOR CASTLE, ENRICO'S
RETAINERS PREPARE TO SEARCH FOR A MYSTERIOUS
TRESPASSER. NORMANNO, CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD, REMAINS
BEHIND TO GREET ENRICO, WHO DECRIES LUCIA'S REFUSAL TO
MARRY ARTURO. WHEN THE GIRL'S ELDERLY TUTOR, RAIMONDO,
SUGGESTS THAT GRIEF OVER HER MOTHER'S DEATH KEEPS HER
FROM THOUGHTS OF LOVE, NORMANNO REVEALS THAT LUCIA
HAS BEEN DISCOVERED KEEPING TRYSTS WITH A HUNTER WHO
SAVED HER FROM A RAGING BULL. HE SUSPECTS THE STRANGER




IS NONE OTHER THAN EDGARDO. ENRICO RAGES, AND AS
RETAINERS CONFIRM NORMANNO'S SUSPICIONS, HE SWEARS
VENGEANCE.

SCENE 2

AT A FOUNTAIN NEAR HER MOTHER'S TOMB, LLUCIA, FEARFUL OF
HER BROTHER, AWAITS A RENDEZVOUS WITH EDGARDO. SHE
TELLS HER CONFIDANTE, ALISA, THE TALE OF A MAIDEN'S GHOST
THAT HAUNTS THE FOUNTAIN AND HAS WARNED HER OF A TRAGIC
END TO HER LOVE FOR EDGARDO. (“REGNAVA NEL SILENZIO”)
THOUGH ALISA IMPLORES HER TO TAKE CARE, LUCIA CANNOT
RESTRAIN HER LOVE. ON ARRIVAL, EDGARDO EXPLAINS HE MUST
GO TO FRANCE ON A POLITICAL MISSION BUT WISHES TO
RECONCILE HIMSELF WITH ENRICO SO HE AND LLUCIA MAY
MARRY. LUCIA, KNOWING HER BROTHER WILL NOT RELENT, BEGS
EDGARDO TO KEEP THEIR LOVE A SECRET. THOUGH INFURIATED
AT ENRICO'S PERSECUTION, HE AGREES. THE LOVERS SEAL THEIR
VOWS BY EXCHANGING RINGS, THEN BID EACH OTHER FAREWELL.
(DUET: “VERRANNO A TE SULL’AURE”).

ACT L.

SCENE 1

IN AN ANTEROOM OF LAMMERMOOR CASTLE, ENRICO PLOTS WITH
NORMANNO TO FORCE LUCIA TO MARRY ARTURO. AS THE
CAPTAIN GOES OFF TO GREET THE BRIDEGROOM, LUCIA ENTERS,
DISTRAUGHT BUT DEFIANT, ONLY TO BE SHOWN A FORGED
LETTER, SUPPOSEDLY FROM EDGARDO, PROVING HIM PLEDGED TO
ANOTHER. CRUSHED, SHE LONGS FOR DEATH, BUT ENRICO




INSISTS ON HER MARRYING AT ONCE TO SAVE THE FAMILY
FORTUNES. NOW RAIMONDO URGES HER TO CONSENT TO THE
WEDDING, INVOKING THE MEMORY OF HER MOTHER AND ASKING
HER TO RESPECT THE FAMILY'S DESPERATE SITUATION. WHEN SHE
YIELDS, HE REMINDS HER THERE ARE HEAVENLY REWARDS FOR
EARTHLY SACRIFICES.

SCENE 2

IN THE GREAT HALL OF LAMMERMOOR, AS GUESTS HAIL THE UNION
OF TWO IMPORTANT FAMILIES, ARTURO PLEDGES TO RESTORE THE
ASHTONS' PRESTIGE. ENRICO PREPARES HIM FOR LUCIA'S
MELANCHOLY BY PLEADING HER GRIEF OVER HER MOTHER'S DEATH.
NO SOONER HAS THE GIRL ENTERED AND BEEN FORCED TO SIGN
THE MARRIAGE CONTRACT THAN EDGARDO BURSTS IN. RETURNING
EARLIER THAN EXPECTED, HE HAS LEARNED OF THE WEDDING

AND COME TO CLAIM HIS BRIDE. BLOODSHED IS AVERTED ONLY
WHEN RAIMONDO COMMANDS THE RIVALS TO PUT UP THEIR
SWORDS. SEEING LUCIA'S SIGNATURE ON THE CONTRACT,
EDGARDO TEARS HIS RING FROM HER FINGER, CURSES HER AND
RUSHES FROM THE HALL. HARDLY COMPREHENDING HIS WORDS,
LUCIA COLLAPSES.

ACT III.

SCENE 1

EDGARDO SITS IN A CHAMBER AT THE FOOT OF WOLF'S CRAG
TOWER, DEEP IN THOUGHT, AS A STORM RAGES. ENRICO RIDES
THERE TO CONFRONT HIM, AND THE FLAMES OF THEIR ENMITY
FLARE. THEY AGREE TO MEET AT DAWN AMONG THE TOMBS OF THE
RAVENSWOODS TO FIGHT A DUEL.




SCENE 2

THE CONTINUING WEDDING FESTIVITIES ARE HALTED WHEN
RAIMONDO ENTERS TO ANNOUNCE THAT LUCIA, GONE MAD, HAS
STABBED AND KILLED ARTURO IN THE BRIDAL CHAMBER.
DISHEVELED, UNAWARE OF WHAT SHE HAS DONE, SHE WANDERS
IN, RECALLING HER MEETINGS WITH EDGARDO AND IMAGINING
HERSELF MARRIED TO HIM. WHEN THE ANGRY ENRICO RUSHES IN,
HE IS SILENCED BY THE SIGHT OF HER PITIFUL CONDITION.
BELIEVING HERSELF IN HEAVEN, LUCIA FALLS DYING.

SCENE 3

AMONG THE TOMBS OF HIS ANCESTORS, EDGARDO, LAST OF THE
RAVENSWOODS, LAMENTS LUCIA'S SUPPOSED BETRAYAL AND
AWAITS HIS DUEL WITH ENRICO, WHICH HE HOPES WILL END HIS
OWN LIFE. GUESTS LEAVING LAMMERMOOR CASTLE TELL
EDGARDO THE DYING LUCIA HAS CALLED HIS NAME. AS HE IS
ABOUT TO RUSH TO HER SIDE, RAIMONDO ARRIVES TO TELL OF
HER DEATH, AND HER BIER IS CARRIED BY. RESOLVING TO JOIN

LUCIA IN HEAVEN, EDGARDO STABS HIMSELF AND DIES.

THE END




CAST AND CHARACTERS

LUCIA: NATALIE DESSAY

SINGS THE TITLE ROLE OF DONIZETTI'S FRAGILE HEROINE
FOR THE FIRST TIME AT THE MET. IN HER ROLE LUCIA OF
LAMMERMOOR IS THE SISTER OF ENRICO. SHE IS IN LOVE
WITH HER BROTHER'S RIVAL, EDGARDO, BUT IS FORCED TO
MARRY ARTURO AGAINST HER WILL.

ENRICO: LUDOVIC TEZIER

IS HER TYRANNICAL BROTHER ENRICO OF LAMMERMOOR.
HE HAS DEFEATED EDGARDO, WINNING CONTROL OVER
THE RAVENSWOOD ESTATES. TO RESTORE HIS WANING
POWER, HE FORCES LUCIA TO MARRY AGAINST HER WILL.

EDGARDO: JOSEPH CALLEJA
IN THE PART OF HER LOVER, EDGARDO OF RAVENSWOOD
HAS RECENTLY LOST CONTROL OF HIS FAMILY'S ESTATES

TO THE LAMMERMOORS. HE IS IN LOVE WITH LUCIA AND WILL

DO ANYTHING TO MARRY HER.

RAIMONDO: KWANGCHUL YOUN
LUCIA'S TUTOR.

PERFORMANCE LENGTH: 4 HOURS
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