PICTURE OF HER IDEAL LOVE (“LAGGIU NEL SOLEDAD”).

A STRANGER APPEARS IN THE BAR, INTRODUCING HIMSELF
AS DICK JOHNSON FROM SACRAMENTO. MINNIE
RECOGNIZES HIM AS A MAN SHE ONCE MET ON THE ROAD.
THE JEALOUS RANCE ORDERS .JOHNSON TO LEAVE TOWN,
BUT WHEN MINNIE DECLARES THAT SHE KNOWS HIM, THE
OTHERS WELCOME JOHNSON. AS HE AND MINNIE DANCE,
THE MINERS DRAG IN A MAN NAMED CASTRO, ONE OF
RAMERREZ’'S BAND. CASTRO PRETENDS THAT HE WILL LEAD
THEM TO THEIR HIDEOUT. HE THEN WHISPERS TO JOHNSON—
WHO IS IN FACT RAMERREZ—THAT HE LET HIMSELF BE
CAPTURED TO LURE THE MINERS AWAY FROM THE SALOON,
IN ORDER FOR JOHNSON TO ROB IT. THE MEN DEPART WITH
CASTRO, AND MINNIE AND JOHNSON ARE LEFT ALONE. SHE
TELLS HIM ABOUT HER SIMPLE LIFE AND THAT SHE IS STILL
WAITING FOR HER FIRST KISS. WHEN SHE SHOWS HIM THE
HIDING PLACE WHERE THE MINERS KEEP THEIR GOLD, HE
REPLIES THAT AS LONG AS HE IS NEARBY, NOBODY WILL
HARM HER OR TOUCH THE GOLD. SHE SHYLY INVITES HIM TO
VISIT HER IN HER CABIN LATER THAT EVENING.

ACTIL

IN MINNIE’S CABIN IN THE MOUNTAINS, THE INDIAN WOMAN
WOWKLE SINGS A LULLABY TO HER BABY AND BICKERS WITH

THE CHILD’S FATHER, BILLY JACKRABBIT. MINNIE ARRIVES
AND EXCITEDLY PREPARES FOR HER MEETING WITH
JOHNSON. ALONE WITH HIM, SHE GIVES IN TO HIS
DECLARATIONS OF LOVE AND THEY KISS. JOHNSON, FULL OF
DOUBT AS TO HOW TO TELL HER ABOUT HIS TRUE IDENTITY,

IS ABOUT TO LEAVE, BUT SHE. ASKS HIM TO STAY FOR THE
NIGHT AS IT HAS BEGUN TO SNOW. WHEN SEVERAL SHOTS
ARE HEARD, JOHNSON HIDES IN THE CLOSET. RANCE
APPEARS WITH SOME OF THE MEN AND TELLS MINNIE THAT
THEY ARE. CONCERNED FOR HER SAFETY—THEY HAVE
DISCOVERED THAT JOHNSON IS RAMERREZ. MINNIE CLAIMS
TO KNOW NOTHING AND THE MEN LEAVE. SHE THEN ANGRILY
CONFRONTS JOHNSON, WHO MAKES EXCUSES ABOUT HIS
PAST AND DECLARES THAT WHEN HE MET HER HE DECIDED TO
GIVE UP HIS FORMER LIFE. DEEPLY HURT, MINNIE SENDS HIM
AWAY. ANOTHER SHOT RINGS OUT. JOHNSON, WOUNDED,
STAGGERS BACK INTO THE CABIN AND MINNIE HIDES HIM IN
THE ATTIC. RANCE RETURNS, CERTAIN HE HAS FOUND HIS
MAN, AND DEMANDS TO SEARCH THE ROOM. MINNIE REFUSES
AND THE SHERIFF IS ABOUT TO GIVE UP WHEN A DROP OF
BLOOD FALLS ON HIS HAND FROM ABOVE. JOHNSON IS
FORCED TO SURRENDER, BUT MINNIE HAS AN IDEA—SHE
CHALLENGES RANCE TO A GAME OF POKER. IF HE DEFEATS
HER, SHE WILL GIVE HERSELF TO HIM; IF HE LOSES, JOHNSON
GOES FREE. MINNIE CHEATS AND WINS. RANCE LEAVES.




