
CAST AND CHARACTERS

Minnie (soprano Deborah Voigt) - The owner of The Polka,
an inn for the miners.

Jack Rance (baritone Lucio Gallo) - The Sheriff.

Dick Johnson (tenor Marcello Giordani) - aka Ramerrez, the
bandit.

Nick (tenor) - Bar-tender at The Polka.

Ashby (bass) - Agent of the Wells Fargo Transport
Company.

Conductor: Nicola Luisotti

Opera in Three Acts

Music by Giacomo Puccini

Text in Italian by G. Civinini and C. Zangarini,
from the play by David Belasco.

World Premiere: New York, Metropolitan Opera,
December 10, 1910

Running Time 3 hours 30 minutes

La Fanciulla del West
Born in Lucca, Italy, Puccini was descended from

several generations of professional musicians. At
first he was not interested in carrying on the family

tradition, but his mother compelled him to study
music. As a teenager he held down two jobs as

church organist. Drawn to gadgets and machinery, he
was intrigued by the organ and by the mechanics of

music, doodling and improvising during services.
Several factors combined to push him into a career
as a composer: some church pieces and a cantata he
wrote enjoyed a favorable reception; he heard Aida,

the latest Verdi opera; and finally, scholarships
from a great-uncle and Queen Margherita of Savoy

enabled him to study at the Milan Conservatory from
1880-83.
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