PuccINI'S

LA FANCIULLA DEL WEST




CAST AND CHARACTERS

MINNIE (SOPRANO DEBORAH YOIGT) - THE OWNER OF THE POLKA,
AN INN FOR THE MINERS.

JACK RANCE (BARITONE LUCIO GALLO) - THE SHERIFF.

DICK JOHNSON (TENOR MARCELLO GIORDANI) - AKA RAMERREZ, THE
BANDIT.

NICK (TENOR) - BAR‘TENDER AT THE POLKA.

ASHBY (BASS) - AGENT OF THE WELLS FARGO TRANSPORT
COMPANY.

CONDUCTOR: NICOLA LUISOTTI

OPERA IN THREE ACTS

Music BY GIACOMO PUCCINI

TEXT IN ITALIAN BY G. CIVININI AND C. ZANGARINI,
FROM THE PLAY BY DAVID BELASCO.

WORLD PREMIERE: NEW YORK, METROPOLITAN OPERA,
DECEMBER 10, 1910

RUNNING TIME 3 HOURS 30 MINUTES




LA FANCIULLA DEL WEST
THE STORY

ACT .

A MINERS’ CAMP IN CALIFORNIA, 1849—50. AT SUNSET AT
THE POLKA SALOON, NICK, THE BARTENDER, PREPARES FOR
THE MINERS’ RETURN FROM THE HILLS. JAKE WALLACE, A
TRAVELING MINSTREL, SINGS A SENTIMENTAL SONG THAT
CAUSES JIM LARKENS TO BREAK DOWN IN TEARS. THE MEN
COLLECT MONEY FOR HIS PASSAGE BACK HOME. TRIN AND
SONORA BOTH BRIBE NICK TO HELP THEM WIN THE HEART
OF MINNIE, THE OWNER OF THE BAR, WITH WHOM ALL THE
MEN ARE IN LOVE. SID CHEATS AT CARDS, AND .JACK RANCE,
THE CAMP’S CYNICAL SHERIFF, MARKS HIM AS AN OUTCAST.
THE WELLS FARGO AGENT ASHBY ARRIVES WITH NEWS OF
THE IMMINENT CAPTURE OF THE MEXICAN BANDIT RAMERREZ
AND HIS BAND. AN ARGUMENT BREAKS OUT BETWEEN
RANCE AND SONORA, EACH CLAIMING MINNIE WILL BE HIS
WIFE. THINGS ALMOST GET OUT OF HAND WHEN MINNIE
HERSELF APPEARS. THE MEN CALM DOWN AND SIT TO
LISTEN TO MINNIE’S BIBLE TEACHING. LATER, ALONE WITH
HER, RANCE CONFESSES HIS LOVE TO MINNIE (“MINNIE,
DELLA MIA CASA”). BUT SHE IS NOT INTERESTED AND,
RECALLING HER HAPPY CHILDHOOD, PAINTS A DIFFERENT




PICTURE OF HER IDEAL LOVE (“LAGGIU NEL SOLEDAD”).

A STRANGER APPEARS IN THE BAR, INTRODUCING HIMSELF
AS DICK JOHNSON FROM SACRAMENTO. MINNIE
RECOGNIZES HIM AS A MAN SHE ONCE MET ON THE ROAD.
THE JEALOUS RANCE ORDERS JOHNSON TO LEAVE TOWN,
BUT WHEN MINNIE DECLARES THAT SHE KNOWS HIM, THE
OTHERS WELCOME JOHNSON. AS HE AND MINNIE DANCE,
THE MINERS DRAG IN A MAN NAMED CASTRO, ONE OF
RAMERREZ’'S BAND. CASTRO PRETENDS THAT HE WILL LEAD
THEM TO THEIR HIDEOUT. HE THEN WHISPERS TO JOHNSON—
WHO IS IN FACT RAMERREZ—THAT HE LET HIMSELF BE
CAPTURED TO LURE THE MINERS AWAY FROM THE SALOON,
IN ORDER FOR JOHNSON TO ROB IT. THE MEN DEPART WITH
CASTRO, AND MINNIE AND JOHNSON ARE LEFT ALONE. SHE
TELLS HIM ABOUT HER SIMPLE LIFE AND THAT SHE IS STILL
WAITING FOR HER FIRST KISS. WHEN SHE SHOWS HIM THE
HIDING PLACE WHERE THE MINERS KEEP THEIR GOLD, HE
REPLIES THAT AS LONG AS HE IS NEARBY, NOBODY WILL
HARM HER OR TOUCH THE GOLD. SHE SHYLY INVITES HIM TO
VISIT HER IN HER CABIN LATER THAT EVENING.

ACTIL

IN MINNIE’S CABIN IN THE MOUNTAINS, THE INDIAN WOMAN
WOWKLE SINGS A LULLABY TO HER BABY AND BICKERS WITH




THE CHILD’S FATHER, BILLY JACKRABBIT. MINNIE ARRIVES
AND EXCITEDLY PREPARES FOR HER MEETING WITH
JOHNSON. ALONE WITH HIM, SHE GIVES IN TO HIS
DECLARATIONS OF LOVE AND THEY KISS. JOHNSON, FULL OF
DOUBT AS TO HOW TO TELL HER ABOUT HIS TRUE IDENTITY,

IS ABOUT TO LEAVE, BUT SHE ASKS HIM TO STAY FOR THE
NIGHT AS IT HAS BEGUN TO SNOW. WHEN SEVERAL SHOTS
ARE HEARD, JOHNSON HIDES IN THE CLOSET. RANCE
APPEARS WITH SOME OF THE MEN AND TELLS MINNIE THAT
THEY ARE CONCERNED FOR HER SAFETY—THEY HAVE
DISCOVERED THAT JOHNSON IS RAMERREZ. MINNIE CLAIMS
TO KNOW NOTHING AND THE MEN LEAVE. SHE THEN ANGRILY
CONFRONTS .JOHNSON, WHO MAKES EXCUSES ABOUT HIS
PAST AND DECLARES THAT WHEN HE MET HER HE DECIDED TO
GIVE UP HIS FORMER LIFE. DEEPLY HURT, MINNIE SENDS HIM
AWAY. ANOTHER SHOT RINGS OUT. JOHNSON, WOUNDED,
STAGGERS BACK INTO THE CABIN AND MINNIE HIDES HIM IN
THE ATTIC. RANCE RETURNS, CERTAIN HE HAS FOUND HIS
MAN, AND DEMANDS TO SEARCH THE ROOM. MINNIE REFUSES
AND THE SHERIFF IS ABOUT TO GIVE UP WHEN A DROP OF
BLOOD FALLS ON HIS HAND FROM ABOVE. JOHNSON IS
FORCED TO SURRENDER, BUT MINNIE HAS AN IDEA—SHE
CHALLENGES RANCE TO A GAME OF POKER. I[F HE DEFEATS
HER, SHE WILL GIVE HERSELF TO HIM; IF HE LOSES, JOHNSON
GOES FREE. MINNIE CHEATS AND WINS. RANCE LEAVES.




ACT III.

JOHNSON HAS BEEN NURSED BACK TO HEALTH BY MINNIE.
AGAIN ON THE RUN FROM RANCE AND HIS MEN, HE IS
EVENTUALLY CAPTURED IN THE FOREST. AS THE MINERS
PREPARE TO HANG HIM, JOHNSON ASKS FOR ONE LAST
MERCY—THAT MINNIE BELIEVE HIM FREE AND FAR AWAY
(“CH’ELLA MI CREDA”). RANCE IS ENRAGED, BUT THE MEN
HESITATE. AT THAT MOMENT, MINNIE RIDES IN, WIELDING A
PISTOL. WHEN HER PLEAS TO SPARE JOHNSON PROVE
FRUITLESS, SHE REMINDS THE MEN HOW MUCH THEY OWE
HER. THE MINERS FINALLY GIVE IN AND RELEASE JOHNSON.
HE AND MINNIE RIDE. AWAY TO START A NEW LIFE TOGETHER.

THE END




LA FANCIULLA DEL WEST

BORN IN LUCCA, ITALY, PUCCINI WAS DESCENDED FROM
SEVERAL GENERATIONS OF PROFESSIONAL MUSICIANS. AT
FIRST HE WAS NOT INTERESTED IN CARRYING ON THE FAMILY
TRADITION, BUT HIS MOTHER COMPELLED HIM TO STUDY
MUSIC. AS A TEENAGER HE HELD DOWN TWO JOBS AS
CHURCH ORGANIST. DRAWN TO GADGETS AND MACHINERY, HE
WAS INTRIGUED BY THE. ORGAN AND BY THE MECHANICS OF
MUSIC, DOODLING AND IMPROVISING DURING SERVICES.
SEVERAL FACTORS COMBINED TO PUSH HIM INTO A CAREER
AS A COMPOSER: SOME CHURCH PIECES AND A CANTATA HE
WROTE ENJOYED A FAVORABLE RECEPTION; HE HEARD AIDA,
THE LATEST VERDI OPERA; AND FINALLY, SCHOLARSHIPS
FROM A GREAT-UNCLE AND QUEEN MARGHERITA OF SAVOY
ENABLED HIM TO STUDY AT THE MILAN CONSERVATORY FROM
1880-83.

GIACOMO PUCCINI

(1858-1924)




PROUD SPONSORS

Kathy Bowes 7030 Glacier St
604-483-1633 ANYTIME Powell River BC
www.kathybowes.com 604-485-0345

SOUND ATTRACTION

6812 Alberni St
Powell River BC
V8A 5A1
604-485-2557

Herondell BED & BREAKFAST
Nancy and Alex Hollmann

RR # 1 Black Point Rd #29

Powell River BC

Canada VV8A 472

Phone [604] 487-9528

UPCOMING OPERA’S

NIXON IN CHINA FEB 12™ 10:00 AM
IPHIGENIE'S EN TAURIDE FEB 26™ 10:00 AM

NOTES COMPILED BY. JOHN SILVER
PROGRAM DESIGN: SHELLEY BOSE






