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BORIS GODUNOV

MUSSORGSKY, ONE OF THE RUSSIAN COMPOSERS KNOWN AS “THE
FIVE”, WAS AN INNOVATOR OF RUSSIAN MUSIC IN THE ROMANTIC
PERIOD. HE STROVE TO ACHIEVE A UNIQUELY RUSSIAN MUSICAL
IDENTITY, OFTEN IN DELIBERATE DEFIANCE OF THE ESTABLISHED

CONVENTIONS OF WESTERN MUSIC.

MODEST MUSSORGSKY

MARCH 21 1839 — MARCH 28 1881

MANY OF HIS WORKS WERE INSPIRED BY RUSSIAN HISTORY,
RUSSIAN FOLKLORE, AND OTHER NATIONALIST THEMES, INCLUDING
THE OPERA BORIS GODUNOV, THE ORCHESTRAL TONE POEM NIGHT

ON BALD MOUNTAIN, AND THE PIANO SUITE PICTURES AT AN

EXHIBITION.

LIBRETTO BY MUSSORGSKY,
BASED ON THE PLAY BY ALEXANDER PUSHKIN

WORLD PREMIERE: ST. PETERSBURG, MARIINSKY THEATER,
FEBRUARY 8, 1874
REVISED VERSION (1872—75)




BORIS GODUNOV
THE STORY

PROLOGUE

1598. BORIS GODUNOV HAS RETREATED TO THE NOVODIEVICHY
MONASTERY NEAR MOSCOW. THE STRELTSY POLICE FORCE A
CROWD TO BEG BORIS TO BECOME TSAR OF RUSSIA. THE BOYAR
SHCHELKALOV ANNOUNCES THAT BORIS STILL REFUSES THE
THRONE AND SORROWS OVER RUSSIA’S INSOLUBLE MISERY. A
PROCESSION OF PILGRIMS PRAYS TO GOD FOR HELP. THE
STRELTSY WARN THE CROWD TO BE AT THE KREMLIN THE NEXT
MORNING READY TO CHEER. THE FOLLOWING DAY THE BELLS OF
MOSCOW HERALD THE CORONATION OF BORIS. ON A SQUARE IN
THE KREMLIN, THE NEW TSAR, OVERCOME BY FEAR AND
MELANCHOLY, IMPLORES GOD TO LOOK KINDLY ON HIM. HE
INVITES THE PEOPLE TO A FEAST. THE PEOPLE CHEER.

ACT |

1603. IN THE CHUDOV MONASTERY, THE MONK PIMEN IS WRITING
THE LAST CHAPTER OF HIS HISTORY OF RUSSIA. THE NOVICE
GRIGORI AWAKENS FROM A NIGHTMARE AND EXPRESSES REGRET
THAT HE HASN'T TASTED GLORY IN WAR AND SOCIETY. HE
QUESTIONS PIMEN ABOUT THE DEAD TSAREVICH DIMITRI,
RIGHTFUL HEIR TO BORIS’S THRONE. PIMEN RECOUNTS THE
EVENTS OF DIMITRI’'S MURDER (THE ASSASSINS IMPLICATED BORIS
BEFORE THEY DIED) AND REMARKS THAT THE TSAREVICH WOULD
HAVE BEEN GRIGORI’'S AGE. ALONE, GRIGORI CONDEMNS BORIS




AND DECIDES TO ESCAPE THE CLOISTER. NOW ON A MISSION TO
EXPOSE BORIS AND PROCLAIM HIMSELF THE TSAREVICH DIMITRI,
GRIGORI IS TRYING TO CROSS INTO LITHUANIA TO FIND SUPPORT
FOR HIS CAUSE. HE FALLS IN WITH TWO VAGRANT MONKS,
VARLAAM AND MISSAIL, AT AN INN NEAR THE BORDER, AND USES
THEM AS COVER. NO SOONER HAS HE ASKED DIRECTIONS TO THE
BORDER FROM THE INNKEEPER, WHO WARNS THAT THE FRONTIER
IS HEAVILY PATROLLED, THAN A POLICE OFFICER ENTERS WITH A
WARRANT FOR GRIGORI'S ARREST. THE OFFICER IS ILLITERATE, SO
GRIGORI READS THE WARRANT, SUBSTITUTING A DESCRIPTION OF
VARLAAM FOR HIS OWN. BUT VARLAAM CAN READ. GRIGORI
ESCAPES, PURSUED BY THE STRELTSY.

ACT Il

IN BORIS'S APARTMENTS, HIS DAUGHTER MOURNS THE DEATH OF
HER FIANCE. BORIS COMFORTS HER TENDERLY, TALKS INTIMATELY
WITH HIS SON ABOUT INHERITING THE THRONE AND ITS
RESPONSIBILITIES, THEN REFLECTS TO HIMSELF ON THE CRIME
THAT GAINED HIM THE THRONE AND THE FEARS THAT TORMENT
HIM. SHUISKY, A POWERFUL BOYAR, BRINGS NEWS OF A
PRETENDER TO THE RUSSIAN THRONE, SUPPORTED BY THE
POLISH COURT AND THE POPE. WHEN BORIS LEARNS THAT THE
PRETENDER CLAIMS TO BE DIMITRI, HE IS DEEPLY SHAKEN, AND
SHUISKY REASSURES HIM AGAIN THAT THE REAL TSAREVICH WAS
IN FACT KILLED. SHUISKY LEAVES AND BORIS GIVES WAY TO HIS
TERROR, IMAGINING THAT HE SEES DIMITRI'S GHOST. TORN BY
GUILT AND REGRET, HE PRAYS FOR FORGIVENESS.




AcT Il

GRIGORI, WHO NOW OPENLY CLAIMS TO BE DIMITRI, HAS MADE HIS
WAY TO SANDOMIR CASTLE IN POLAND, WHERE HE HOPES TO
COURT AND WIN THE POWERFUL MARINA MNISHEK. MARINA
INTENDS TO WIN GRIGORI IN ORDER TO REALIZE HER AMBITION OF
ASCENDING THE THRONE OF RUSSIA. BUT THE JESUIT RANGONI
HAS HIS OWN PLAN: MARINA MUST SEDUCE GRIGORI FOR THE
GLORY OF THE CHURCH, AND THROUGH THEIR UNION CONVERT
RuUssIA TO CATHOLICISM. GRIGORI AWAITS MARINA IN THE CASTLE
GARDEN, RECEIVES ASSURANCES OF MARINA’S LOVE FROM
RANGONI, AND FINALLY COURTS MARINA. SHE REJECTS HIS
PROTESTATIONS OF LOVE UNTIL SHE IS CERTAIN OF HIS
DETERMINATION TO BECOME TSAR.

ACT IV

OUTSIDE THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. BASIL IN MOSCOW, STARVING
PEASANTS DEBATE WHETHER TSAREVICH DIMITRI STILL LIVES, AS
NEWS REACHES THEM THAT HIS TROOPS ARE NEAR. A GROUP OF
CHILDREN TORMENT A HOLY FOOL. AND STEAL HIS LAST KOPEK.
WHEN BORIS AND HIS COURT COME FROM THE CATHEDRAL TO
DISTRIBUTE ALMS, THE HOLY FOOL ASKS BORIS TO KILL THE
CHILDREN THE WAY HE KILLED DIMITRI. SHUISKY ORDERS THE HOLY
FOOL SEIZED, BUT BORIS INSTEAD ASKS HIS ACCUSER TO PRAY FOR
HIM. THE HOLY FOOL REFUSES TO INTERCEDE FOR A MURDERER.
WHEN BORIS’S RETINUE PASSES AND THE PEOPLE DISPERSE, THE
HOLY FOOL LAMENTS RUSSIA’S DARK FUTURE. IN THE DUMA, THE
COUNCIL OF BOYARS PASSES A DEATH SENTENCE ON THE
PRETENDER. SHUISKY ARRIVES WITH AN ACCOUNT OF BORIS’S




HALLUCINATIONS OF THE MURDERED TSAREVICH. BORIS SUDDENLY
STORMS IN, DISORIENTED AND CRYING OUT TO DIMITRI. WHEN HE
REGAINS HIS COMPOSURE SHUISKY BRINGS PIMEN BEFORE THE
DUMA. PIMEN TELLS OF A MAN WHO WAS CURED OF BLINDNESS
WHILE PRAYING AT DIMITRI'S GRAVE. BORIS BREAKS DOWN. HE
SENDS THE BOYARS AWAY, CALLING FOR HIS SON. NAMING HIM HEIR
TO HIS THRONE, HE BIDS A LOVING FAREWELL TO THE BOY AND
DIES. IN A FOREST CLEARING NEAR KROMY, AN ANGRY MOB SEIZES
AND HUMILIATES SEVERAL BOYARS AND STRELTSY POLICE.
VARLAAM AND MISSAIL ENTER PROCLAIMING BORIS’S GUILT. THE
MOB STRENGTHENS ITS RESOLVE TO TEAR DOWN THE OLD ORDER,
AND WHEN TWO JESUITS APPEAR, AT THE VANGUARD OF THE
POLISH-CATHOLIC ADVANCE, THEY ARE ATTACKED AND BRUTALIZED
BY THE CROWD. THE FALSE DIMITRI ARRIVES WITH MARINA,
RANGONI, AND HIS ARMY. HE CALLS FOR THE CHEERING PEOPLE TO
FOLLOW HIM ON HIS MARCH TO MOSCOW. THE HOLY FOOL STAYS
BEHIND, LAMENTING RUSSIA’S BLEAK, UNCERTAIN FATE.

THE END




CAST AND CHARACTERS

MARINA: EKATERINA SEMENCHUK
DIMITRI: ALEKSANDRS ANTONENKO
SHUISKY: OLEG BALASHOV
RANGONI: EVGENY NIKITIN

BORIS GODUNOV: RENE PAPE
PIMEN: MIKHAIL PETRENKO
VARLAAM: VLADIMIR OGNOVENKO

CONDUCTOR: VALERY GERGIEV

THE PRODUCTION TEAM
PRODUCTION: STEPHEN WADSWORTH
SET DESIGNER. FERDINAND WOGERBAUER
COSTUME DESIGNER: MOIDELE BICKEL
LIGHTING DESIGNER: DUANE SCHULER
CHOREOGRAPHER:. APOSTOLIA TSOLAKI

RUNNING TIME 5 HOURS




PROUD SPONSORS

Kathy Bowes 7030 Glacier St
604-483-1633 ANYTIME Powell River BC
www.kathybowes.com 604-485-0345

SOUND ATTRACTION

6812 Alberni St
Powell River BC
V8A 5A1
604-485-2557

Herondell BED & BREAKFAST
Nancy and Alex Hollmann

RR # 1 Black Point Rd #29

Powell River BC

Canada V8A 422

Phone [604] 487-9528

UPCOMING OPERA’S

DON PASQUALE NOV 13™ 10:00 AM
DON CARLO DEC 11™ 9:30AM

NOTES COMPILED BY: JOHN SILVER
PROGRAM DESIGN: KAREN RAY




