FOR HIS FATHER'S WIFE, RODRIGO URGES HIM TO
DEVOTE HIMSELF INSTEAD TO THE CAUSE OF FLEMISH
INDEPENDENCE FROM SPANISH OPPRESSION. THE TWO
MEN PLEDGE FRIENDSHIP AND DEVOTION TO LIBERTY.
OUTSIDE THE CONVENT, PRINCESS EBOLI ENTERTAINS
LADIES OF THE COURT WITH A MOORISH LOVE SONG.
WHEN THE QUEEN ARRIVES, RODRIGO SLIPS HER A
NOTE FROM CARLO. SHE AGREES TO SEE CARLO, WHO
REITERATES HIS LOVE FOR HER; WHEN SHE REMINDS
HIM THAT SHE IS NOW IN AN IMPOSSIBLE POSITION, THE
DISTRAUGHT INFANTE RUSHES OFF. FILIPPO, FINDING
ELISABETTA UNATTENDED, SENDS HER LADY-IN-WAITING
INTO EXILE. WHEN RODRIGO SPEAKS FRANKLY TO THE
KING ABOUT HIS HOPES FOR FLANDERS, FILIPPO ASKS
HIM TO WATCH CARLO AND THE QUEEN, WHOM HE
SUSPECTS.

ACT IIL

CARLO GOES TO THE QUEEN'S GARDENS AT MIDNIGHT
TO SEE ELISABETTA BUT INSTEAD IS MET BY THE
MASKED EBOLI, WHO IS IN LOVE WITH HIM. WHEN HE
REALIZES WHO SHE IS AND SHOWS HIS
DISAPPOINTMENT, EBOLI THREATENS TO BRING

ABOUT HIS DOWNFALL. TO PROTECT HIM, RODRIGO
TAKES INCRIMINATING PAPERS FROM THE INFANTE. IN
THE SQUARE BEFORE THE CATHEDRAL, A CROWD
GATHERS TO WITNESS AN AUTO-DA-FE. CARLO LEADS A
DELEGATION OF FLEMISH DEPUTIES TO PLEAD FOR
CLEMENCY FOR THE HERETICS. WHEN THE KING
REFUSES, CARLO RAISES HIS SWORD AGAINST HIS
FATHER. TO HIS ASTONISHMENT, RODRIGO DISARMS HIM.
AS THE CONDEMNED ARE LED TO THE STAKE, A VOICE
FROM HEAVEN ANNOUNCES THE SALVATION OF THEIR
SOULS.

ACT V.

ALONE IN HIS STUDY, FILIPPO LAMENTS HIS WIFE'S
INDIFFERENCE. HE THEN CALLS IN THE AGED GRAND
INQUISITOR, WHO URGES THE DEATH PENALTY FOR BOTH
CARLO AND RODRIGO. AFTER THE IMPLACABLE OLD
PRIEST HAS LEFT, ELISABETTA BURSTS IN, CRYING THAT
HER JEWEL CASKET HAS BEEN STOLEN. THE KING
PRODUCES IT, AND WHEN HE FORCES IT OPEN, CARLO'S
PORTRAIT FALLS OUT. HE ACCUSES HIS WIFE OF
ADULTERY. THE QUEEN FAINTS, AND FILIPPO SUMMONS
EBOLI AND RODRIGO FOR HELP. WHEN THE MEN
WITHDRAW, EBOLI CONFESSES RESPONSIBILITY




