
Verdi’s

Don Carlo

Paris Opera - March 11, 1867
First Production of Don Carlo

Proud Sponsors

Kathy Bowes 7030 Glacier St
604-483-1633 ANYTIME Powell River BC
www.kathybowes.com 604-485-0345

Herondell BED & BREAKFAST
Nancy and Alex Hollmann
RR # 1 Black Point Rd #29
Powell River BC
Canada V8A 4Z2
Phone [604] 487-9528

SOUND ATTRACTION
6812 Alberni St
Powell River BC

V8A 5A1
604-485-2557

UPCOMING OPERA’S
La Fanciulla del West Jan 8th 10:00am

Nixon in China Feb 12th 10:00 am

Notes compiled by: John Silver
Program Design: Shelley Bose



CAST AND CHARACTERS

Elisabetta di Valois: Marina Poplavskaya

Princess Eboli: Anna Smirnova

Don Carlo: Yonghoon Lee

Rodrigo, Marquis of Posa: Simon Keenlyside

Filippo II: Ferruccio Furlanetto

Grand Inquisitor: Eric Halfvarson

Conductor: Yannick Nézet-Séguin

The Production Team

Production: Nicholas Hytner

Set & Costume Designer: Bob Crowley

Lighting Designer: Mark Henderson

4 hours and 30 minutes. With 2 intermissions

Don Carlo
Giuseppe Verdi was an Italian Romantic

composer, mainly of opera. He was one of the
most influential composers of the 19th

century. His works are frequently performed
in opera houses throughout the world and,
transcending the boundaries of the genre,

some of his themes have long since taken
root in popular culture.

Giuseppe Verdi

10 October 1813 – 27 January 1901

Original French libretto by François Joseph Méry and
Camille du Locle,

based on the play by Friedrich Schiller

Italian translation by Achille de Lauzières and
Angelo Zanardini

World premiere: Paris, Opéra, March 11, 1867



for Elisabetta's betrayal - it was she who stole

the jewel casket - and when she goes on to

confess that she once was the king's mistress,

the queen banishes her to a convent. Eboli,

cursing her own fatal beauty, vows to save

Carlo. In Carlo's prison cell, Rodrigo explains

that he has allowed Carlo's incriminating papers

to be found on his person and thus taken the

blame for the Flemish insurrection. As he takes

his leave, he is shot to death by a soldier of the

Inquisition. The Infante is given his freedom by his

father as a mob storms into the cell to defy the

monarch. Filippo is protected from the throng by

the arrival of the Inquisitor.

ACT V.

Back in the cloister of St. Just, Elisabetta waits

to bid farewell to Carlo. The lovers are

surprised by Filippo and the Inquisitor, but the

Infante is saved from them when Carlo V emerges

from the shadows and draws him into the tomb.

THE END

Don Carlo
The Story

ACT I.

France and Spain, c. 1560s. Don Carlo, Infante

of Spain, has come secretly to France to see

Elisabetta de Valois, to whom he is betrothed

but whom he has never met. In the wintry forest

of Fontainebleau the two young people meet by

chance and fall in love. But when Lerma, the

Spanish ambassador, arrives, he tells them that

as a condition of the peace treaty between

France and Spain, Elisabetta's father has given

her not to Carlo but to his father, Filippo.

ACT II.

Carlo, in his misery, visits the cloister of the

monastery of St. Just, where his grandfather,

Carlo V, became a friar and retreated from the

cares of the throne. When Carlo confesses to

his friend Rodrigo, Marquis of Posa, his love
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for his father's wife, Rodrigo urges him to

devote himself instead to the cause of Flemish

independence from Spanish oppression. The two

men pledge friendship and devotion to liberty.

Outside the convent, Princess Eboli entertains

ladies of the court with a Moorish love song.

When the queen arrives, Rodrigo slips her a

note from Carlo. She agrees to see Carlo, who

reiterates his love for her; when she reminds

him that she is now in an impossible position, the

distraught Infante rushes off. Filippo, finding

Elisabetta unattended, sends her lady-in-waiting

into exile. When Rodrigo speaks frankly to the

king about his hopes for Flanders, Filippo asks

him to watch Carlo and the queen, whom he

suspects.

ACT III.

Carlo goes to the queen's gardens at midnight

to see Elisabetta but instead is met by the

masked Eboli, who is in love with him. When he

realizes who she is and shows his

disappointment, Eboli threatens to bring

about his downfall. To protect him, Rodrigo

takes incriminating papers from the Infante. In

the square before the cathedral, a crowd

gathers to witness an auto-da-fé. Carlo leads a

delegation of Flemish deputies to plead for

clemency for the heretics. When the king

refuses, Carlo raises his sword against his

father. To his astonishment, Rodrigo disarms him.

As the condemned are led to the stake, a voice

from heaven announces the salvation of their

souls.

ACT IV.

Alone in his study, Filippo laments his wife's

indifference. He then calls in the aged Grand

Inquisitor, who urges the death penalty for both

Carlo and Rodrigo. After the implacable old

priest has left, Elisabetta bursts in, crying that

her jewel casket has been stolen. The king

produces it, and when he forces it open, Carlo's

Portrait falls out. He accuses his wife of

adultery. The queen faints, and Filippo summons

Eboli and Rodrigo for help. When the men

withdraw, Eboli confesses responsibility
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