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DON CARLO
THE STORY

ACTI.

FRANCE AND SPAIN, C. 1560s. DON CARLO, INFANTE
OF SPAIN, HAS COME SECRETLY TO FRANCE TO SEE
ELISABETTA DE VALOIS, TO WHOM HE IS BETROTHED
BUT WHOM HE HAS NEVER MET. IN THE WINTRY FOREST
OF FONTAINEBLEAU THE TWO YOUNG PEOPLE MEET BY
CHANCE AND FALL IN LOVE. BUT WHEN LERMA, THE
SPANISH AMBASSADOR, ARRIVES, HE TELLS THEM THAT
AS A CONDITION OF THE PEACE TREATY BETWEEN
FRANCE AND SPAIN, ELISABETTA'S FATHER HAS GIVEN
HER NOT TO CARLO BUT TO HIS FATHER, FILIPPO.

ACTIL

CARLO, IN HIS MISERY, VISITS THE CLOISTER OF THE
MONASTERY OF ST. JUST, WHERE HIS GRANDFATHER,
CARLO V, BECAME A FRIAR AND RETREATED FROM THE
CARES OF THE THRONE. WHEN CARLO CONFESSES TO
HIS FRIEND RODRIGO, MARQUIS OF POSA, HIS LOVE




FOR HIS FATHER'S WIFE, RODRIGO URGES HIM TO
DEVOTE HIMSELF INSTEAD TO THE CAUSE OF FLEMISH
INDEPENDENCE FROM SPANISH OPPRESSION. THE TWO
MEN PLEDGE FRIENDSHIP AND DEVOTION TO LIBERTY.
OUTSIDE THE CONVENT, PRINCESS EBOLI ENTERTAINS
LADIES OF THE COURT WITH A MOORISH LOVE SONG.
WHEN THE QUEEN ARRIVES, RODRIGO SLIPS HER A
NOTE FROM CARLO. SHE AGREES TO SEE CARLO, WHO
REITERATES HIS LOVE FOR HER; WHEN SHE REMINDS
HIM THAT SHE IS NOW IN AN IMPOSSIBLE POSITION, THE
DISTRAUGHT INFANTE RUSHES OFF. FILIPPO, FINDING
ELISABETTA UNATTENDED, SENDS HER LADY-IN-WAITING
INTO EXILE. WHEN RODRIGO SPEAKS FRANKLY TO THE
KING ABOUT HIS HOPES FOR FLANDERS, FILIPPO ASKS
HIM TO WATCH CARLO AND THE QUEEN, WHOM HE
SUSPECTS.

ACTIIL

CARLO GOES TO THE QUEEN'S GARDENS AT MIDNIGHT
TO SEE ELISABETTA BUT INSTEAD IS MET BY THE
MASKED EBOLI, WHO IS IN LOVE WITH HIM. WHEN HE
REALIZES WHO SHE IS AND SHOWS HIS
DISAPPOINTMENT, EBOLI THREATENS TO BRING




ABOUT HIS DOWNFALL. TO PROTECT HIM, RODRIGO
TAKES INCRIMINATING PAPERS FROM THE INFANTE. [N
THE SQUARE BEFORE THE CATHEDRAL, A CROWD
GATHERS TO WITNESS AN AUTO-DA-FE. CARLO LEADS A
DELEGATION OF FLEMISH DEPUTIES TO PLEAD FOR
CLEMENCY FOR THE HERETICS. WHEN THE KING
REFUSES, CARLO RAISES HIS SWORD AGAINST HIS
FATHER. TO HIS ASTONISHMENT, RODRIGO DISARMS HIM.
AS THE CONDEMNED ARE LED TO THE STAKE, A VOICE
FROM HEAVEN ANNOUNCES THE SALVATION OF THEIR
SOULS.

ACTIV.

ALONE IN HIS STUDY, FILIPPO LAMENTS HIS WIFE'S
INDIFFERENCE. HE THEN CALLS IN THE AGED GRAND
INQUISITOR, WHO URGES THE DEATH PENALTY FOR BOTH
CARLO AND RODRIGO. AFTER THE IMPLACABLE OLD
PRIEST HAS LEFT, ELISABETTA BURSTS IN, CRYING THAT
HER JEWEL CASKET HAS BEEN STOLEN. THE KING
PRODUCES IT, AND WHEN HE FORCES IT OPEN, CARLO'S
PORTRAIT FALLS OUT. HE ACCUSES HIS WIFE OF
ADULTERY. THE QUEEN FAINTS, AND FILIPPO SUMMONS
EBOLI AND RODRIGO FOR HELP. WHEN THE MEN
WITHDRAW, EBOLI CONFESSES RESPONSIBILITY




FOR ELISABETTA'S BETRAYAL - IT WAS SHE WHO STOLE
THE JEWEL CASKET ~ AND WHEN SHE GOES ON TO
CONFESS THAT SHE ONCE WAS THE KING'S MISTRESS,
THE QUEEN BANISHES HER TO A CONVENT. EBOLI,
CURSING HER OWN FATAL BEAUTY, VOWS TO SAVE
CARLO. IN CARLO’S PRISON CELL, RODRIGO EXPLAINS
THAT HE HAS ALLOWED CARLO'S INCRIMINATING PAPERS
TO BE FOUND ON HIS PERSON AND THUS TAKEN THE
BLAME FOR THE FLEMISH INSURRECTION. AS HE TAKES
HIS LEAVE, HE IS SHOT TO DEATH BY A SOLDIER OF THE
INQUISITION. THE INFANTE IS GIVEN HIS FREEDOM BY HIS
FATHER AS A MOB STORMS INTO THE CELL TO DEFY THE
MONARCH. FILIPPO IS PROTECTED FROM THE THRONG BY
THE ARRIVAL OF THE INQUISITOR.

ACTV.

BACK IN THE CLOISTER OF ST. JUST, ELISABETTA WAITS
TO BID FAREWELL TO CARLO. THE LOVERS ARE
SURPRISED BY FILIPPO AND THE INQUISITOR, BUT THE
INFANTE IS SAVED FROM THEM WHEN CARLO V EMERGES
FROM THE SHADOWS AND DRAWS HIM INTO THE TOMB.

THE END




DON CARLO

GIUSEPPE YERDI WAS AN ITALIAN ROMANTIC
COMPOSER, MAINLY OF OPERA. HE WAS ONE OF THE
MOST INFLUENTIAL COMPOSERS OF THE 19TH
CENTURY. HIS WORKS ARE FREQUENTLY PERFORMED
IN OPERA HOUSES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND,
TRANSCENDING THE BOUNDARIES OF THE GENRE,
SOME OF HIS THEMES HAVE LONG SINCE TAKEN
ROOT IN POPULAR CULTURE.

GIUSEPPE VERDI

10 OCTOBER 1813 — 27 JANUARY 1901

ORIGINAL FRENCH LIBRETTO BY FRANCOIS JOSEPH MERY AND
CAMILLE DU LOCLE,
BASED ON THE PLAY BY FRIEDRICH SCHILLER

[TALIAN TRANSLATION BY ACHILLE DE LAUZIERES AND
ANGELO ZANARDINI
WORLD PREMIERE: PARIS, OPERA, MARCH 11, 1867




PROUD SPONSORS

Kathy Bowes 7030 Glacier St
604-483-1633 ANYTIME Powell River BC
www.kathybowes.com 604-485-0345

SOUND ATTRACTION

6812 Alberni St
Powell River BC
V8A 5A1
604-485-2557

Herondell BED & BREAKFAST
Nancy and Alex Hollmann

RR # 1 Black Point Rd #29

Powell River BC

Canada V8A 422

Phone [604] 487-9528

UPCOMING OPERA’S

LA FANCIULLA DEL WEST JAN 8™ 10:00AM
NIXON IN CHINA FEB 12™ 10:00 AM

NOTES COMPILED BY: JOHN SILVER
PROGRAM DESIGN: SHELLEY BOSE




