ACT I

ERNESTO, WHO KNOWS NOTHING OF MALATESTA’S SCHEME,
LAMENTS THE LOSS OF NORINA. PASQUALE APPEARS, IMPATIENT
TO MEET HIS BRIDE-TO-BE. THE OLD MAN IS ENCHANTED WHEN
MALATESTA INTRODUCES THE TIMID “SOFRONIA” AND DECIDES TO
GET MARRIED AT ONCE. DURING THE WEDDING CEREMONY,
ERNESTO BURSTS IN AND ACCUSES NORINA OF FAITHLESSNESS,
BUT MALATESTA QUICKLY WHISPERS AN EXPLANATION. AS SOON
AS THE WEDDING CONTRACT IS SEALED AND PASQUALE HAS
SIGNED OVER HIS FORTUNE TO HIS BRIDE, NORINA CHANGES HER
ACT FROM DEMURE GIRL TO WILLFUL SHREW. THE SHOCKED
PASQUALE PROTESTS, WHILE NORINA, ERNESTO, AND
MALATESTA ENJOY THE SUCCESS OF THEIR PLAN. INTERMISION

AcCT Il

PASQUALE’S NEW “WIFE” HAS CONTINUED HER EXTRAVAGANT
WAYS AND AMASSED A STACK OF BILLS. WHEN SERVANTS ARRIVE
CARRYING MORE PURCHASES, PASQUALE FURIOUSLY RESOLVES
TO ASSERT HIS RIGHTS AS HUSBAND. NORINA ENTERS, DRESSED
ELEGANTLY FOR THE THEATER, AND GIVES HIM A SLAP WHEN HE
TRIES TO BAR HER WAY. HE THREATENS HER WITH DIVORCE, WHILE

SHE, IN AN ASIDE, EXPRESSES SYMPATHY FOR THE OLD MAN'’S PAIN.
AS SHE LEAVES, SHE DROPS A LETTER IMPLYING THAT SHE HAS A
RENDEZVOUS WITH AN UNKNOWN SUITOR IN THE GARDEN THAT
NIGHT. THE DESPERATE PASQUALE SENDS FOR MALATESTA

AND LEAVES THE SERVANTS TO COMMENT ON WORKING IN A
HOUSEHOLD FRAUGHT WITH SUCH CONFUSION. MALATESTA THEN
TELLS ERNESTO TO MAKE SURE THAT PASQUALE WILL NOT
RECOGNIZE HIM WHEN HE PLAYS HIS PART IN THE GARDEN THAT
EVENING. ALONE WITH PASQUALE, MALATESTA ASSURES HIM THEY
WILL TRAP “SOFRONIA” IN A COMPROMISING SITUATION.

IN THE GARDEN, ERNESTO SERENADES NORINA. THEIR STAGED
RENDEZVOUS IS INTERRUPTED BY PASQUALE AND MALATESTA—TOO
LATE TO CATCH THE YOUNG MAN, WHO SLIPS INTO THE HOUSE
WHILE “SOFRONIA” PLAYS THE INNOCENT WIFE.

MALATESTA ANNOUNCES THAT ERNESTO IS ABOUT TO INTRODUCE
HIS OWN BRIDE, NORINA, INTO THE HOUSE. “SOFRONIA” PROTESTS
SHE WILL NEVER SHARE THE ROOF WITH ANOTHER WOMAN AND
THREATENS TO LEAVE. PASQUALE CAN HARDLY CONTAIN HIS

JOY AND GRANTS PERMISSION FOR ERNESTO TO MARRY NORINA,
WITH HIS INHERITANCE. WHEN SOFRONIA TURNS OUT TO BE
NORINA, PASQUALE ACCEPTS THE SITUATION WITH GOOD HUMOR,
GIVES THE COUPLE HIS BLESSING, AND JOINS IN OBSERVING THAT
MARRIAGE IS NOT FOR AN OLD MAN.




