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DON PASQUALE

DON PASQUALE IS AN OPERA BUFFA, OR COMIC OPERA, IN THREE ACTS BY
GAETANO DONIZETTI. THE LIBRETTIST GIOVANNI RUFFINI WROTE THE
ITALIAN LANGUAGE LIBRETTO AFTER ANGELO ANELLI'S LIBRETTO FOR

STEFANO PAVESI'S SER MARCANTONIO (1810).

GAETANO DONIZETTI

17-97-1848

DON PASQUALE WAS FIRST PRODUCED ON 3 JANUARY 1843 AT THE
COMEDIE-ITALIENNE IN PARIS.

OTHER PERFORMANCES DURING THE 19TH CENTURY INCLUDE THOSE AT
LA SCALA, MILAN ON 17 APRIL 1843, THE FIRST PERFORMANCE IN [ITALY.

IN LONDON IT WAS PRESENTED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ENGLAND ON 29
JUNE 1843 AT HER MAJESTY'S THEATRE.

IN THE UNITED STATES PREMIERE TOOK PLACE IN NEW YORK ON 9 MARCH
1846.

THE FIRST AUSTRALIAN PERFORMANCE WAS PRESENTED IN SYDNEY ON 12
OCTOBER 1854 AT THE ROYAL VICTORIA THEATRE.




DON PASQUALE
THE STORY

ACT I

THE OLD BACHELOR DON PASQUALE PLANS TO MARRY IN
ORDER TO PUNISH HIS REBELLIOUS NEPHEW, ERNESTO,
WHO IS IN LOVE WITH THE YOUNG WIDOW NORINA.
PASQUALE WANTS AN HEIR SO HE CAN CUT THE YOUNG MAN
OFF WITHOUT A PENNY. DR. MALATESTA SUGGESTS AS A
BRIDE HIS OWN BEAUTIFUL YOUNGER SISTER. THE
DELIGHTED PASQUALE TELLS HIM TO ARRANGE A MEETING
AT ONCE. WHEN ERNESTO AGAIN REFUSES TO MARRY A
WOMAN OF HIS UNCLE’S CHOICE, PASQUALE TELLS HIM
THAT HE WILL HAVE TO LEAVE THE HOUSE, THEN
ANNOUNCES HIS OWN MARRIAGE PLANS TO HIS ASTONISHED
NEPHEW. WITH NO INHERITANCE, ERNESTO SEES HIS
DREAMS EVAPORATING. TO MAKE MATTERS WORSE, HE
LEARNS THAT HIS FRIEND MALATESTA HAS ARRANGED
PASQUALE’S MARRIAGE. NORINA LAUGHS OVER A SILLY
ROMANTIC STORY SHE’S READING. SHE IS CERTAIN OF HER
OWN ABILITY TO CHARM A MAN. MALATESTA, WHO IS IN FACT
PLOTTING ON HER AND ERNESTO’S BEHALF, EXPLAINS HIS
PLAN TO HER: NORINA IS TO IMPERSONATE THE
(NONEXISTENT) BRIDE AND DRIVE PASQUALE TO SUCH
DESPERATION THAT HE WILL BE AT THEIR MERCY. NORINA IS
EAGER TO PLAY THE ROLE IF IT WILL HELP HER WIN
ERNESTO.




ACT I

ERNESTO, WHO KNOWS NOTHING OF MALATESTA’S SCHEME,
LAMENTS THE LOSS OF NORINA. PASQUALE APPEARS, IMPATIENT
TO MEET HIS BRIDE-TO-BE. THE OLD MAN IS ENCHANTED WHEN
MALATESTA INTRODUCES THE TIMID “SOFRONIA” AND DECIDES TO
GET MARRIED AT ONCE. DURING THE WEDDING CEREMONY,
ERNESTO BURSTS IN AND ACCUSES NORINA OF FAITHLESSNESS,
BUT MALATESTA QUICKLY WHISPERS AN EXPLANATION. AS SOON
AS THE WEDDING CONTRACT IS SEALED AND PASQUALE HAS
SIGNED OVER HIS FORTUNE TO HIS BRIDE, NORINA CHANGES HER
ACT FROM DEMURE GIRL TO WILLFUL SHREW. THE SHOCKED
PASQUALE PROTESTS, WHILE NORINA, ERNESTO, AND
MALATESTA ENJOY THE SUCCESS OF THEIR PLAN. INTERMISION

AcCT Il

PASQUALE’S NEW “WIFE” HAS CONTINUED HER EXTRAVAGANT
WAYS AND AMASSED A STACK OF BILLS. WHEN SERVANTS ARRIVE
CARRYING MORE PURCHASES, PASQUALE FURIOUSLY RESOLVES
TO ASSERT HIS RIGHTS AS HUSBAND. NORINA ENTERS, DRESSED
ELEGANTLY FOR THE THEATER, AND GIVES HIM A SLAP WHEN HE
TRIES TO BAR HER WAY. HE THREATENS HER WITH DIVORCE, WHILE




SHE, IN AN ASIDE, EXPRESSES SYMPATHY FOR THE OLD MAN'’S PAIN.
AS SHE LEAVES, SHE DROPS A LETTER IMPLYING THAT SHE HAS A
RENDEZVOUS WITH AN UNKNOWN SUITOR IN THE GARDEN THAT
NIGHT. THE DESPERATE PASQUALE SENDS FOR MALATESTA

AND LEAVES THE SERVANTS TO COMMENT ON WORKING IN A
HOUSEHOLD FRAUGHT WITH SUCH CONFUSION. MALATESTA THEN
TELLS ERNESTO TO MAKE SURE THAT PASQUALE WILL NOT
RECOGNIZE HIM WHEN HE PLAYS HIS PART IN THE GARDEN THAT
EVENING. ALONE WITH PASQUALE, MALATESTA ASSURES HIM THEY
WILL TRAP “SOFRONIA” IN A COMPROMISING SITUATION.

IN THE GARDEN, ERNESTO SERENADES NORINA. THEIR STAGED
RENDEZVOUS IS INTERRUPTED BY PASQUALE AND MALATESTA—TOO
LATE TO CATCH THE YOUNG MAN, WHO SLIPS INTO THE HOUSE
WHILE “SOFRONIA” PLAYS THE INNOCENT WIFE.

MALATESTA ANNOUNCES THAT ERNESTO IS ABOUT TO INTRODUCE
HIS OWN BRIDE, NORINA, INTO THE HOUSE. “SOFRONIA” PROTESTS
SHE WILL NEVER SHARE THE ROOF WITH ANOTHER WOMAN AND
THREATENS TO LEAVE. PASQUALE CAN HARDLY CONTAIN HIS

JOY AND GRANTS PERMISSION FOR ERNESTO TO MARRY NORINA,
WITH HIS INHERITANCE. WHEN SOFRONIA TURNS OUT TO BE
NORINA, PASQUALE ACCEPTS THE SITUATION WITH GOOD HUMOR,
GIVES THE COUPLE HIS BLESSING, AND JOINS IN OBSERVING THAT
MARRIAGE IS NOT FOR AN OLD MAN.




CAST AND CHARACTERS

NORINA ANNA NETREBKO — SOPRANO. A BEAUTIFUL YOUNG
WIDOW IN LOVE WITH ERNESTO

ERNESTO MATTHEW POLENZANI — TENOR. DON PASQUALE’S
NEPHEW IN LOVE WITH HIS FIANCEE NORINA

DR. MALATESTA MARIUSZ KWIECIEN — BARITONE. FRIEND OF
THE PASQUALE FAMILY. A WITTY AND RESOURCEFUL FELLOW
WHO WILL GO TO GREAT LENGTHS TO PULL OFF A PRACTICAL
JOKE.

NOTARO — BASS/BARITONE. DOCTOR MALATESTA’S COUSIN
CARLOTTO. HE DISGUISES HIMSELF AS A NOTARY TO
OFFICIATE AT DON PASQUALE’S FAKE WEDDING.

DON PASQUALE JOHN DEL CARLO — BASS. A WEALTHY
STUBBORN OLD BACHELOR

CONDUCTOR JAMES LEVINE
PRODUCTION OTTO SCHENK

SET AND COSTUME DESIGNER ROLF LANGENFASS
LIGHTING DESIGNER DUANE SCHULER

RUNNING TIME: 3 HOURS 15 MINUTES. 1 INTERMISSION




PROUD SPONSORS

Kathy Bowes
604-483-1633 ANYTIME
www.kathybowes.com

7030 Glacier St
Powell River BC
604-485-0345

SOUND ATTRACTION

6812 Alberni St
Powell River BC
V8A 5A1
604-485-2557

Herondell BED & BREAKFAST
Nancy and Alex Hollmann

RR # 1 Black Point Rd #29

Powell River BC

Canada V8A 422

Phone [604] 487-9528

UPCOMING OPERA’'S

DON CARLO DEC 11™ 9:30AM
LA FANCIULLA DEL WEST JAN 8™ 10:00AM

NOTES COMPILED BY: JOHN SILVER
PROGRAM DESIGN: KAREN RAY




