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WORLD PREMIERE: MUNICH, JUNE 26, 1870
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METROPOLITAN OPERA PREMIERE. JANUARY 30, 1885

TEXT IN GERMAN BY THE COMPOSER, AFTER ANCIENT NORDIC EPICS.
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DIE WALKURE

THE STORY

ACT |. As A STORM RAGES, SIEGMUND, PURSUED BY ENEMIES,

STUMBLES EXHAUSTED INTO AN UNFAMILIAR HOUSE. SIEGLINDE
FINDS HIM LYING BY THE HEARTH, AND THE TWO FEEL AN
IMMEDIATE ATTRACTION. BUT THEY ARE SOON INTERRUPTED BY
SIEGLINDE’S HUSBAND, HUNDING, WHO ASKS THE STRANGER
WHO HE IS. CALLING HIMSELF “WOEFUL,” SIEGMUND TELLS OF A
DISASTER-FILLED LIFE (“FRIEDMUND DARF ICH NICHT HEISSEN"),
ONLY TO LEARN THAT HUNDING IS A KINSMAN OF HIS FOES.
HUNDING, BEFORE RETIRING, TELLS HIS GUEST THEY WILL FIGHT
TO THE DEATH IN THE MORNING.

LEFT ALONE, SIEGMUND CALLS ON HIS FATHER, WALSE, FOR THE
SWORD HE ONCE PROMISED HIM. SIEGLINDE REAPPEARS, HAVING
GIVEN HUNDING A SLEEPING POTION. SHE TELLS OF HER
WEDDING, AT WHICH A ONE-EYED STRANGER THRUST INTO A TREE
A SWORD THAT HAS SINCE RESISTED EVERY EFFORT TO PULL IT
OUT (“DER MANNER SIPPE”). SIEGLINDE CONFESSES HER
UNHAPPINESS TO SIEGMUND. HE EMBRACES HER AND VOWS TO
FREE HER FROM HER FORCED MARRIAGE TO HUNDING. AS
MOONLIGHT FLOODS THE ROOM, SIEGMUND COMPARES THEIR
FEELING TO THE MARRIAGE OF LOVE AND SPRING
(“WINTERSTURME"). SIEGLINDE HAILS HIM AS “SPRING” (“DU BIST
DER LENZ”) BUT ASKS IF HIS FATHER WAS REALLY “WOLF,” AS HE
SAID EARLIER. WHEN SIEGMUND GIVES HIS FATHER'S NAME AS




WALSE INSTEAD, SIEGLINDE RECOGNIZES HIM AS SIEGMUND, HER
TWIN BROTHER. HE PULLS THE SWORD FROM THE TREE AND
CLAIMS SIEGLINDE AS HIS BRIDE, REJOICING IN THE UNION OF THE
WALSUNGS.

ACT Il. HIGH IN THE MOUNTAINS, WOTAN, LEADER OF THE

GODS, TELLS HIS WARRIOR DAUGHTER, THE VALKYRIE
BRUNNHILDE, THAT SHE MUST DEFEND HIS MORTAL SON
SIEGMUND IN HIS UPCOMING BATTLE WITH HUNDING. LEAVING
JOYFULLY TO DO HIS BIDDING (*“HOJOTOHO!”), THE VALKYRIE
PASSES FRICKA, WOTAN'S WIFE AND THE GODDESS OF MARRIAGE.
FRICKA INSISTS THAT WOTAN MUST DEFEND HUNDING'S
MARRIAGE RIGHTS AGAINST SIEGMUND. SHE IGNORES HIS
ARGUMENT THAT SIEGMUND COULD SAVE THE GODS BY WINNING
BACK THE RING FROM THE DRAGON FAFNER. WHEN WOTAN
REALIZES HE IS CAUGHT IN HIS OWN TRAP—HIS POWER WILL LEAVE
HIM IF HE DOES NOT ENFORCE THE LAW—HE AGREES TO HIS
WIFE'S DEMANDS. AFTER FRICKA HAS LEFT IN TRIUMPH, THE
FRUSTRATED GOD TELLS THE RETURNING BRUNNHILDE ABOUT
THE THEFT OF THE GOLD AND ALBERICH'S CURSE ON IT (“ALS
JUNGER LIEBE"). BRUNNHILDE IS SHOCKED TO HEAR HER FATHER,
HIS PLANS IN RUINS, ORDER HER TO FIGHT FOR HUNDING. THEN,
ALONE IN THE DARKNESS, SHE WITHDRAWS AS SIEGMUND AND
SIEGLINDE APPROACH.




SIEGMUND COMFORTS HIS DISTRAUGHT BRIDE, AND WATCHES OVER
HER WHEN SHE FALLS ASLEEP. BRUNNHILDE APPEARS TO HIM AS IF
IN A VISION, TELLING HIM HE WILL SOON GO TO VALHALLA
(“SIEGMUND! SIEH AUF MICH!”). HE TELLS HER HE WILL NOT LEAVE
SIEGLINDE AND THREATENS TO KILL HIMSELF AND HIS BRIDE IF HIS
SWORD HAS NO POWER AGAINST HUNDING. BRUNNHILDE, MOVED,
DECIDES TO DEFY WOTAN AND HELP HIM. SHE VANISHES.
SIEGMUND BIDS FAREWELL TO SIEGLINDE WHEN HE HEARS THE
APPROACHING HUNDING’S CHALLENGE. WHEN SIEGMUND IS ABOUT
TO WIN, HOWEVER, WOTAN APPEARS AND SHATTERS HIS SWORD,
LEAVING HIM TO BE KILLED BY HUNDING. BRUNNHILDE ESCAPES
WITH SIEGLINDE AND THE BROKEN SWORD. WOTAN
CONTEMPTUOUSLY FELLS HUNDING WITH A WAVE OF HIS HAND AND
LEAVES TO PUNISH BRUNNHILDE FOR HER DISOBEDIENCE.

ACT III. ON THE VALKYRIES’ ROCK, BRUNNHILDE’S EIGHT
WARRIOR SISTERS—WHO HAVE GATHERED THERE BRIEFLY, BEARING
SLAIN HEROES TO VALHALLA— ARE SURPRISED TO SEE HER ENTER
WITH SIEGLINDE. WHEN THEY HEAR SHE IS FLEEING WOTAN’S
WRATH, THEY ARE AFRAID TO HIDE HER. SIEGLINDE IS NUMB WITH
DESPAIR UNTIL BRUNNHILDE TELLS HER SHE BEARS SIEGMUND’S
CHILD. EAGER TO BE SAVED, SHE RECEIVES THE PIECES OF THE
SWORD FROM BRUNNHILDE AND THANKS HER RESCUER, THEN
RUSHES OFF INTO THE FOREST TO HIDE FROM WOTAN. WHEN THE




GOD APPEARS, HE SENTENCES BRUNNHILDE TO BECOME A
MORTAL WOMAN, SILENCING HER SISTERS’ OBJECTIONS BY
THREATENING TO DO THE SAME TO THEM. LEFT ALONE WITH HER
FATHER, BRUNNHILDE PLEADS THAT IN DISOBEYING HIS ORDERS
SHE WAS REALLY DOING WHAT HE WISHED (“WAR ES SO
SCHMAHLICH”). WOTAN WILL NOT GIVE IN: SHE MUST LIE IN SLEEP,
A PRIZE FOR ANY MAN WHO FINDS HER. BUT AS HIS ANGER ABATES
SHE ASKS THE FAVOR OF BEING SURROUNDED IN SLEEP BY A
WALL OF FIRE THAT ONLY THE BRAVEST HERO CAN PIERCE. BOTH
SENSE THIS HERO MUST BE THE CHILD THAT SIEGLINDE WILL
BEAR. SADLY RENOUNCING HIS DAUGHTER (“LEB’ WOHL."),
WOTAN KISSES BRUNNHILDE'S EYES WITH SLEEP AND MORTALITY
BEFORE SUMMONING LOGE, THE GOD OF FIRE, TO ENCIRCLE THE
ROCK. AS FLAMES SPRING UP, THE DEPARTING WOTAN INVOKES A
SPELL FORBIDDING THE ROCK TO ANYONE WHO FEARS HIS SPEAR
(FIRE MUSIC).

THE END




GODS AND GODDESSES:.
WOTAN - RULER OF THE GODS; GAVE UP HIS ONE EYE TO WOO FRICKA, HIS
WIFE.
FRICKA - WOTAN'S WIFE; GODDESS OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY; SISTER TO
FREIA.
BRUNNHILDE - ELDEST VALKYRIE, DAUGHTER OF WOTAN AND ERDA. SHE
HAS EIGHT VALKYRIE SISTERS.
FREIA - GODDESS OF YOUTH AND BEAUTY; HER GOLDEN APPLES KEEP THE
GODS YOUNG AND BEAUTIFUL.
DONNER - GOD OF THUNDER; HE SUMMONS THE MISTS WHICH CREATE THE
RAINBOW BRIDGE.
FROH - BROTHER TO DONNER, FREIA, AND FRICKA.
LOGE - GOD OF FIRE AND TRICKERY; HIS CUNNING FREES FREIA FROM THE
GIANTS.
ERDA - WISE GODDESS OF THE EARTH; SHE WARNS WOTAN TO GIVE UP THE
RING.

MORTALS:
SIEGLINDE - WALSUNG, MORTAL DAUGHTER OF WOTAN.
SIEGMUND - SIEGLINDE'S TWIN BROTHER
HUNDING - SIEGLINDE'S HUSBAND

GIANTS:
FASOLT AND FAFNER -~ THEY BUILT VALHALLA FOR WOTAN IN EXCHANGE
FOR FREIA; THEY AGREE TO ACCEPT GOLD INSTEAD.

RHEINMAIDENS:
WOGLINDE,WELLGUNDE, AND FLOSSHILDE - THE THREE NYMPHS WHO
GUARD THE RHEINGOLD AND ARE PURSUED BY ALBERICH.

NIBELUNGEN:
ALBERICH - STEALS THE RHEINGOLD AND USES ITS POWER TO FORCE THE
OTHER NIBELUNGEN INTO HIS SERVICE.
MIME - ONE OF THE NIBELUNGEN, A BLACKSMITH WHO MAKES THE
TARNHELM FOR ALBERICH.
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