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her husband for having promised her sister Freia to the giants

Fafner and Fasolt as payment for constructing the castle.

Wotan replies that he never meant to keep the bargain. As the

terrified Freia runs in, pursued by Fafner and Fasolt, Wotan

says Loge (fire) will help the gods out of their dilemma. The

giants advance to claim their reward. When Wotan protests he

made the pact in jest, that they must settle for another fee,

Fasolt, smitten with Freia, balks. Fafner, intrigued that the loss

of Freia's golden apples would cost the gods their eternal

youth and therefore their power, decides the goddess must be

abducted. As the giants drag her away, Froh (spring) and Donner

(thunder) bar their path, Donner brandishing his hammer. Wotan

intervenes, saying all treaties are guaranteed on his spear.

Denied Freia's golden apples, the gods begin to age. Loge, who

originated the contract with the giants, and who at Wotan's

command has been trying to find a suitable payment in lieu of

Freia, materializes in a puff of smoke. The crafty god suggests

that perhaps the Rhinegold might be an acceptable substitute.

He then relates how Alberich stole the hoard, forging it into a

Ring through which he can gain world dominance. Wotan is

enthralled by the absolute power the Ring imparts, and when

Fricka learns a wife could use the Ring to keep a philandering

husband faithful, she urges Wotan to obtain it. Since the

Rhinemaidens want Wotan to restore the gold to them,

proposes Loge, why not steal it, as Alberich did? Fafner, who

wants the gold, advises Wotan to use his wits to gain the

treasure. Then, taking Freia hostage until evening, when the

Nibelung's hoard must be delivered as ransom, the giants leave.

No sooner does Freia disappear than the gods begin to weaken

and age. Wotan, forced to make a decision, bids Loge accompany

him to the nether world to seek Alberich's treasure.

ACT III
The clang of anvils pervades the dark caverns of Nibelheim,

Alberich's domain, where he drives his slaves to mine gold to

swell his hoard. Wearing the all-powerful Ring, the gnome

torments Mime for the Tarnhelm he is fashioning. Mime, who

covets this latest marvel for himself, must submit, and Alberich

tries on the helmet, which transforms the wearer into any size or

shape. The Tarnhelm also enables Alberich to become invisible,

and he thrashes his defenseless brother, then vanishes to

terrorize others. Soon Wotan and Loge descend through a

shaft before the cowering Mime, who complains of Alberich's

tyranny, saying he had hoped to outwit his brother by means of

the Tarnhelm, regaining the Ring he forged. Unrecognized and

amused by the complaining gnome, the gods offer to help the

Nibelungs free themselves. Now Alberich returns, driving slaves

who bear mounds of gold. He knows Wotan and Loge and

suspiciously questions their trip to Nibelheim, arrogantly

warning of his plan to overthrow the gods and rule the world.

Loge asks the Nibelung what would happen if someone stole the

Ring while he slept. How could they, the gnome asks, extolling

the powers of the Tarnhelm. When Loge, feigning disbelief, asks

for a demonstration, Alberich transforms himself into a large

serpent, then back again. Loge asks whether the Tarnhelm can

turn him into something small — a toad, for instance — so he can

hide. Obligingly, Alberich becomes a toad, whereupon Wotan

traps him under his foot and Loge seizes the Tarnhelm. As

Alberich resumes his accustomed shape, he is tied and dragged by

his captors to the surface of the earth.

ACT IV
Once more on the plateau, Loge and Wotan inform their prisoner

he cannot go free without forfeiting his hoard as ransom.

Though outraged, he acquiesces, certain that through the Ring

he can replenish his fortune. Loge unties his right hand, enabling

Alberich to kiss the Ring to summon his slaves, who haul up the

gold. The gods' command obeyed, he asks for the return of the


