
CAST & CHARACTERS

The Countess: Renée Fleming (Soprano) - A widowed French
Countess, who is to choose between musician and poet for
her affections, and words and music for a birthday
entertainment

Clairon: Sarah Connolly (Contralto) - An actress and
love interest of the Count.

Flamand: Joseph Kaiser (Tenor) - a musician/composer, and
a rival of the poet for the affections of the Countess

Olivier: Russell Braun (Baritone) - a poet and rival of
Flamand, the musician, for the affections of the Countess

The Count: Morten Frank Larsen (Baritone) - The
Countess's brother, who's interested in the actress
Clairon, favors the poetic muse.

La Roche: Peter Rose (Bass) - The director of the theatre,
where rehearsals are taking place.

Conductor: Andrew Davis

Music by Richard Strauss.
Text by Clemens Krauss

Running time 3 hours

CAPRICCIO
Born in Munich, Germany, Richard Strauss grew up in a musical

atmosphere. Though he showed talent early and was considered
a 'wunderkind' or prodigy, his youthful compositions reflect the

trends of romanticism and give little indication of the
originality to come. When he was seventeen, his first symphony

was performed; he was only twenty when his second had its
premiere

Richard Strauss: 1864 –1949

World Premiere: Munich, Germany, October 28, 1942
U.S. Premiere: New York, The Juilliard School, 1954

Metropolitan Opera Premiere: January 9. 1998


