AND DECIDES TO ESCAPE THE CLOISTER. NOW ON A MISSION TO
EXPOSE BORIS AND PROCLAIM HIMSELF THE TSAREVICH DIMITRI,
GRIGORI IS TRYING TO CROSS INTO LITHUANIA TO FIND SUPPORT
FOR HIS CAUSE. HE FALLS IN WITH TWO VAGRANT MONKS,
VARLAAM AND MISSAIL, AT AN INN NEAR THE BORDER, AND USES
THEM AS COVER. NO SOONER HAS HE ASKED DIRECTIONS TO THE
BORDER FROM THE INNKEEPER, WHO WARNS THAT THE FRONTIER
IS HEAVILY PATROLLED, THAN A POLICE OFFICER ENTERS WITH A
WARRANT FOR GRIGORI'S ARREST. THE OFFICER IS ILLITERATE, SO
GRIGORI READS THE WARRANT, SUBSTITUTING A DESCRIPTION OF
VARLAAM FOR HIS OWN. BUT VARLAAM CAN READ. GRIGORI
ESCAPES, PURSUED BY THE STRELTSY.

ACT Il

IN BORIS'S APARTMENTS, HIS DAUGHTER MOURNS THE DEATH OF
HER FIANCE. BORIS COMFORTS HER TENDERLY, TALKS INTIMATELY
WITH HIS SON ABOUT INHERITING THE THRONE AND ITS
RESPONSIBILITIES, THEN REFLECTS TO HIMSELF ON THE CRIME
THAT GAINED HIM THE THRONE AND THE FEARS THAT TORMENT
HIM. SHUISKY, A POWERFUL BOYAR, BRINGS NEWS OF A
PRETENDER TO THE RUSSIAN THRONE, SUPPORTED BY THE
POLISH COURT AND THE POPE. WHEN BORIS LEARNS THAT THE
PRETENDER CLAIMS TO BE DIMITRI, HE IS DEEPLY SHAKEN, AND
SHUISKY REASSURES HIM AGAIN THAT THE REAL TSAREVICH WAS
IN FACT KILLED. SHUISKY LEAVES AND BORIS GIVES WAY TO HIS
TERROR, IMAGINING THAT HE SEES DIMITRI'S GHOST. TORN BY
GUILT AND REGRET, HE PRAYS FOR FORGIVENESS.

AcT I

GRIGORI, WHO NOW OPENLY CLAIMS TO BE DIMITRI, HAS MADE HIS
WAY TO SANDOMIR CASTLE IN POLAND, WHERE HE HOPES TO
COURT AND WIN THE POWERFUL MARINA MNISHEK. MARINA
INTENDS TO WIN GRIGORI IN ORDER TO REALIZE HER AMBITION OF
ASCENDING THE THRONE OF RUSSIA. BUT THE JESUIT RANGONI
HAS HIS OWN PLAN: MARINA MUST SEDUCE GRIGORI FOR THE
GLORY OF THE CHURCH, AND THROUGH THEIR UNION CONVERT
RuUssIA TO CATHOLICISM. GRIGORI AWAITS MARINA IN THE CASTLE
GARDEN, RECEIVES ASSURANCES OF MARINA’'S LOVE FROM
RANGONI, AND FINALLY COURTS MARINA. SHE REJECTS HIS
PROTESTATIONS OF LOVE UNTIL SHE IS CERTAIN OF HIS
DETERMINATION TO BECOME TSAR.

ACT IV

OUTSIDE THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. BASIL IN MOSCOW, STARVING
PEASANTS DEBATE WHETHER TSAREVICH DIMITRI STILL LIVES, AS
NEWS REACHES THEM THAT HIS TROOPS ARE NEAR. A GROUP OF
CHILDREN TORMENT A HOLY FOOL AND STEAL HIS LAST KOPEK.
WHEN BORIS AND HIS COURT COME FROM THE CATHEDRAL TO
DISTRIBUTE ALMS, THE HOLY FOOL ASKS BORIS TO KILL THE
CHILDREN THE WAY HE KILLED DIMITRI. SHUISKY ORDERS THE HOLY
FOOL SEIZED, BUT BORIS INSTEAD ASKS HIS ACCUSER TO PRAY FOR
HIM. THE HOLY FOOL REFUSES TO INTERCEDE FOR A MURDERER.
WHEN BORIS’S RETINUE PASSES AND THE PEOPLE DISPERSE, THE
HOLY FOOL LAMENTS RUSSIA’S DARK FUTURE. IN THE DUMA, THE
COUNCIL OF BOYARS PASSES A DEATH SENTENCE ON THE
PRETENDER. SHUISKY ARRIVES WITH AN ACCOUNT OF BORIS’S




