PAINTING, SHE EXPLODES WITH RENEWED SUSPICIONS, BUT
HE REASSURES HER ("QUAL' OCCHIO AL MONDO'"). WHEN
SHE HAS GONE, MARIO SUMMONS ANGELOTTI FROM THE
CHAPEL; A CANNON SIGNALS THAT THE POLICE HAVE
DISCOVERED THE ESCAPE, SO THE TWO FLEE TO MARIO'S
VILLA. MEANWHILE, THE SACRISTAN RETURNS WITH
CHOIRBOYS WHO ARE TO SING IN A TE DEUM THAT DAY.
THEIR EXCITEMENT IS SILENCED BY THE ENTRANCE OF
BARON SCARPIA, CHIEF OF THE SECRET POLICE, IN SEARCH
OF ANGELOTTI. WHEN TOSCA COMES BACK TO HER LOVER,
SCARPIA SHOWS HER A FAN WITH THE ATTAVANTI CREST,
WHICH HE HAS JUST FOUND. THINKING MARIO FAITHLESS,
TOSCA TEARFULLY VOWS VENGEANCE AND LEAVES AS THE
CHURCH FILLS WITH WORSHIPERS. SCARPIA, SENDING HIS
MEN TO FOLLOW HER TO ANGELOTTI, SCHEMES TO GET THE
DIVA IN HIS POWER ("VA, TOSCA!").

ACTIL

IN THE FARNESE PALACE, SCARPIA ANTICIPATES THE
SADISTIC PLEASURE OF BENDING TOSCA TO HIS WILL ("HA
PIU FORTE SAPORE'). THE SPY SPOLETTA ARRIVES, NOT
HAVING FOUND ANGELOTTI; TO PLACATE THE BARON HE
BRINGS IN MARIO, WHO IS INTERROGATED WHILE TOSCA IS
HEARD SINGING A CANTATA AT A ROYAL GALA DOWNSTAIRS.

SHE ENTERS JUST AS HER LOVER IS BEING TAKEN TO AN
ADJOINING ROOM: HIS ARROGANT SILENCE IS TO BE

BROKEN UNDER TORTURE. UNNERVED BY SCARPIA'S
QUESTIONING AND THE SOUND OF MARIO'S SCREAMS, SHE
REVEALS ANGELOTTI'S HIDING PLACE. MARIO IS CARRIED IN,;
REALIZING WHAT HAS HAPPENED, HE TURNS ON TOSCA, BUT
THE OFFICER SCIARRONE RUSHES IN TO ANNOUNCE THAT
NAPOLEON HAS WON THE BATTLE OF MARENGO, A DEFEAT
FOR SCARPIA'S SIDE. MARIO SHOUTS HIS DEFIANCE OF
TYRANNY ("VITTORIA!"") AND IS DRAGGED TO PRISON. CARPIA,
RESUMING HIS SUPPER, SUGGESTS THAT TOSCA YIELD
HERSELF TO HIM IN EXCHANGE FOR HER LOVER'S LIFE.
FIGHTING OFF HIS EMBRACES, SHE PROTESTS HER FATE TO
GOD, HAVING DEDICATED HER LIFE TO ART AND LOVE ("'VISSI
D'ARTE'"). SCARPIA AGAIN INSISTS, BUT SPOLETTA
INTERRUPTS:. FACED WITH CAPTURE, ANGELOTTI HAS KILLED
HIMSELF. TOSCA, FORCED TO GIVE IN OR LOSE HER LOVER,
AGREES TO SCARPIA'S PROPOSITION. THE BARON PRETENDS
TO ORDER A MOCK EXECUTION FOR THE PRISONER, AFTER
WHICH HE IS TO BE FREED; SPOLETTA LEAVES. NO SOONER
HAS SCARPIA WRITTEN A SAFE-CONDUCT FOR THE LOVERS
THAN TOSCA SNATCHES A KNIFE FROM THE TABLE AND KILLS
HIM. WRENCHING THE DOCUMENT FROM HIS STIFFENING
FINGERS AND PLACING CANDLES AT HIS HEAD AND A CRUCIFIX
ON HISs CHEST, SHE SLIPS FROM THE ROOM.




