
ACT III.

The voice of a shepherd boy is heard as church bells

toll the dawn. Mario awaits execution at the Castel

Sant'Angelo; he bribes the jailer to convey a

farewell note to Tosca. Writing it, overcome with

memories of love, he gives way to despair ("E

lucevan le stelle"). Suddenly Tosca runs in, filled

with the story of her recent adventures. Mario

caresses the hands that committed murder for his

sake ("O dolci mani"), and the two hail their future.

As the firing squad appears, the diva coaches Mario

on how to fake his death convincingly; the soldiers

fire and depart. Tosca urges Mario to hurry, but

when he fails to move, she discovers that Scarpia's

treachery has transcended the grave: the bullets

were real. When Spoletta rushes in to arrest Tosca

for Scarpia's murder, she cries to Scarpia to meet

her before God, then leaps to her death.

THE END

TOSCA

The Story

ACT I

Cesare Angelotti, an escaped political prisoner,

rushes into the church of Sant' Andrea della Valle

to hide in the Attavanti chapel. As he vanishes, an

old Sacristan shuffles in, praying at the sound of

the Angelus. Mario Cavaradossi enters to work on

his portrait of Mary Magdalene - inspired by the

Marchesa Attavanti (Angelotti's sister), whom he

has seen but does not know. Taking out a miniature

of the singer Floria Tosca, he compares her raven

beauty with that of the blonde Magdalene

("Recondita armonia"). The Sacristan grumbles

disapproval and leaves. Angelotti ventures out and

is recognized by his friend and fellow liberal Mario,

who gives him food and hurries him back into the

chapel as Tosca is heard calling outside. Forever

suspicious, she jealously questions him, then prays,

and reminds him of their rendezvous that evening at

his villa ("Non la sospiri la nostra casetta?").

Suddenly recognizing the Marchesa Attavanti in the


